2

Be Ready to Give a Defense
3 Questions Every Parent Must Be Able to Answer for Their Children

I. Introduction  
II. Question 1 - Does God Exist? 

A. _____________________________.


Robert Jastrow, founder of NASA’s Goddard Institute of Space Studies and a professing 



agnostic on religious matters says, “Astronomers    . . . have proven, by their own methods, that 


the world began abruptly in an act of creation . . . And they have found that all this happened as 


a product of forces they cannot hope to discover . . . That there are what I or anyone would call 

supernatural forces at work is now, I think, a scientifically proven fact” (I Don’t Have Enough 


Faith to be an Atheist, Frank Turek and Norm Geisker pg. 85).



b. Arthur Eddington, a contemporary of Einstein, said, “The beginning seems to present 



insuperable difficulties unless we agree to look on it as frankly supernatural” (I Don’t Have 


Enough Faith pg. 85). 

B. _________________________.

C.  The Law of __________________________.  


    Logical Argument



a. Everything that had a beginning had a cause.



b. The universe had a beginning.

c. Therefore the universe had a cause.  The only logical conclusion is that someone outside of the universe created everything out of nothing.


D. _________________________.

“The most powerful evidence for design in my own view is the DNA code . . . In ordinary life, when we 
find a message, we don’t have any doubt where it came from. We know that natural causes do not 
produce messages” (Nancy Pearcey, Total Truth pg. 191).

III. Question #2 - Is the Bible True and Trustworthy? 

A. ____________________________________ evidence

Sir Frederick Kenyon, an authority on manuscripts and the director and principal librarian at the British Museum concludes: “The interval then between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible . . . Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established” (Josh McDowell, More than a Carpenter pg. 38).


B. ___________________________________ evidence


Sir William Ramsey concluded, “Luke is a historian of the first rank . . . this author should be placed 
along with the very greatest of historians” (Josh McDowell, More than a 
Carpenter pg. 33).


F.F. Bruce, a Bible professor and scholar, after reviewing the evidence has said, “where Luke has been 
suspected of inaccuracy, and accuracy has been vindicated by some external evidence, it may be 
legitimate to say that archeology has confirmed the New Testament record” (In More than a Carpenter 
pg. 45).

Dr. Clark Pinnock, Professor of Systematic Theology at Regent’s College: “There exists no document 
from the ancient world witnessed by so excellent a set of textual and historical testimonies . . . An
honest person cannot dismiss a source of this kind. Skepticism regarding the historical credentials of 
Christianity is based upon an irrational bias” (Josh McDowell, More than a Carpenter pg. 46).


C. __________________________.
1. Psalm 22:16 

2. Isaiah 7:14 

3. Micah 5:2 

4. Malachi 3:1 


D. __________________________________________ to change lives (Hebrews 4:12; Joshua 1:8-9).



“I hold one sentence out of God’s Word to be of more certainty and of more power than all the 



discoveries of all the learned men of all the ages.”  Charles Spurgeon

IV. Questions #3 - Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?  - Evidence for the Resurrection

C.S. Lewis wrote this about Jesus, “I am trying here to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing that people often say about him: ‘I am ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse . . . You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon; or you call fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to” (Mere Christianity pgs. 40-41).

V. Conclusion


For further study on the 3 questions, here are some recommended resources:



1. Does God exist? 
· I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist by Frank Turek and Norm Geisler
· Reason for God by Tim Keller

· Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

· Finding Truth by Nancy Pearcey


2. Is the Bible True and Trustworthy? 

· Why Trust the Bible? by Greg Gilbert
· A Peculiar Glory by John Piper
· Why Believe the Bible? by John MacArthur


3. Is Jesus God and did He really rise from the dead?

· More than a Carpenter by Josh and Sean McDowell (updated in 2009).
· Reasonable Faith by William Lane Craig

· The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus by Gary Habermas and Michael Licona (I have not read this book but it was recommended by a trusted web site).
