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When Kids Turn Away from the Faith: Passing the Baton of Faith
I. Introduction

II. Prominent Reasons Kids Leave the Faith


A. The first prominent reason kids leave the faith is Other things to take ___________________.

B. A second prominent reason kids leave the faith is Troubling____________________________ 
about Christianity and the Bible.


C. A third prominent reason kids leave the faith is Their faith is not ________________________.

D. A fourth prominent reason kids leave the faith is They never personally __________________.

· “I never heard that Jesus Christ was anything more than a moral example of a man who did a lot of good. Christianity, as I experienced it, seemed like a polite veneer for people who didn’t want to face hard realities” (David Powlison, How Does Sanctification Work? pg. 72).
III. Biblical Responses

A. Other things take priority – Speak and demonstrate the ______________________________.


B. Unanswered questions about Christianity and the Bible – Urge a search for _______________!


C. Their faith is not working for them – _______________about what it means to be a Christian.


“I grant freely that it costs little to be a mere outward Christian.  A man has 



only got to attend a place of worship twice on Sunday, and to be tolerably moral 


during the week, and he has gone as far as thousands around him ever go in 



religion.  All this cheap and easy work: it entails no self-denial or self-sacrifice . . . 


But it does cost something to be a real Christian, according to the standard of 



the Bible.  There are enemies to be overcome, battles to be fought, sacrifices to 



be made . . . Conversion is not putting a man in an armchair and taking him 



easily to heaven.  It is the beginning of a mighty conflict, in which it costs much 



to win the victory.  Hence arises the unspeakable importance of ‘counting the 



cost’” (J.C. Ryle, Holiness pgs. 66-67).

 
D. They never personally owned their faith – Keep ________________ Central in Your Parenting.
IV. 4 Steps to Keeping the Gospel Central – this portion is taken from Tedd Tripp’s Shepherding a Child’s Heart Video series.

A. Help Discern ___________________________________ (Hebrews 3:12-13).



1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 



5.  


B. Address Heart Issues with ____________________________________ (Hebrews 4:12).


C. Move to __________________________________________________ (Hebrews 4:15-16).


D. _________________ (Romans 12:11-12).
V. Conclusion


Priorities – “A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort 
of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove . . . but the world may be different because I was 
important in the life of a child.”
