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INTRODUCTION

Simplistic Subtitle:
•

WDJD: What Did Jesus Do?

Main Verse:
•

Ephesians 5:1-2 – “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved
children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

Main Point:
•
•

The Gospel transforms me and my daily responses to life.
I will be an imitator of God and His love when I respond to
the fact that I am more sinful than I realize, yet I am more
loved and welcomed than I can ever imagine.
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INTRODUCTION

Why is this an important topic?
•

In colonial times, a wealthy plantation owner died and left
an exorbitant inheritance of $50K to his chief slave. The
money was deposited in the local bank in the slave’s name,
and several months passed without the man making any
draw on the money. Finally the banker called on him to
remind him that this huge wealth of money was available in
his own account at the bank. When the banker finally
convinced the man that this wealth was indeed legally his,
the slave meekly asked, “Then do you think it possible for me
to have 50 cents to purchase a bag of cornmeal?”

•

This man was living in severe poverty while at the same time
possessing a great fortune beyond his understanding!
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INTRODUCTION
•

Why is this an important topic?
•

"It would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too
strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures,
fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants
to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.
We are far too easily pleased." - C.S. Lewis
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INTRODUCTION

What comes into your mind
when you hear the word “gospel”?
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INTRODUCTION
In light of last week’s workshop on the basic understanding of the

nature of man, let’s start today with having a right
understanding of the gospel…

Four simple words:
•
•
•
•

God
Man
Jesus
Response

What is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

God – the starting point of the gospel!
Created and owns everything
•
•

Gen 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Ps 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and those
who dwell in it.

Is perfectly holy
•

Matt 5:48 Therefore, you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.

Requires perfect obedience to His law
•

Jas 1:20 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point,
he has become guilty of all.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

Man – A sinful sinner who can’t redeem himself.
Has broken God’s law
•

Rom 3:10, 23 There is none righteous, not even one… for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.

Will pay eternally for the penalty of his
sin
•

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Cannot save himself by his good works
•

Tit 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

Jesus – the Son of God
Came to earth as both God and sinless man
•

Col 2:9 For in him all the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form.

Demonstrated God’s love by dying on the
cross to pay sin’s penalty
•
•

Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Rose from the grave and is alive today
•

1 Cor 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

Response
Man must repent of all that dishonors
God
•

Is 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion
on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.

Man must believe in Christ as
Lord and Savior
•

Rom 10:9 If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.

Will you repent and believe in Christ?
•

Acts 17:30 Therefore having overlooked the times of10ignorance, God is

THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

Thoughts? Comments?
Implications for this in counseling?
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
1. We have access to God's grace.
•

Ephesians 2:8,18 For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: …For through him
we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

2. We are adopted into the family of God as God's sons.
•

•

•

Galatians 4:5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons.
Ephesians 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his
will,
Our adoption grants us communion with God without human
12
effort.

THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
3. We have an inheritance.
•

•

1 Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,
Colossians 3:24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
4. We are elected (chosen).
•

•

Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love:
1 Peter 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace,
be multiplied.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
5. We become a child of God.
•

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

6. We get heavenly citizenship.
•

Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore you are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household
of God;
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
7. We become an heir of God.
•

•

Galatians 3:29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise.
Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and jointheirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
8. We become a new creature.
•

•

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.
Galatians 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
9. We become a servant of God.
•

Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life.

10. We become a priest of God.
•

•

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the
praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light:
It important to note how our identity is defined. Our identity is
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defined by God not by our emotions, feelings or performance.

THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
11. We are reconciled to God.
•

•

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life.
Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Father:
12. We are sanctified.
•

•

1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
1. We are accepted in the beloved.
•

Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has
made us accepted in the beloved.

2. We are baptized into Christ's body.
•

•

1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
3. We are a love gift to the Son.
•

John 17:9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them
which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

4. We are buried with Christ.
•

Colossians 2:10-12 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of
all principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised with
the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of
the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
5. We are indwelt by Christ.
•
John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man
love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.
6. We posses eternal life.
•

John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
7. We are saved by Christ.
•

•

•

Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

8. We have peace with God.
•

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
9. We become a friend of God.
•

John 15:15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for
all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto
you.

10. We have our name recorded in the book of life in heaven.
•

•

Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are
subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven.
Philippians 4:3 And I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those
women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also,
and with other my fellow-labourers, whose names are in the book
25
of life.

THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
11. We are seated with Christ in heavenly places.
•

Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

12. We receive a blessed hope.
•

Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Son:
13. We come in fellowship with the Trinity.
•

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

14. We have a mansion prepared in glory.
John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Spirit:
1. We are born again.
•

John 3:3-7 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he
is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be
born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Spirit:
3. We are sealed by the Holy Spirit.
•

•

Ephesians 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit,
Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption.

4. Our body becomes the temple of the Holy Ghost.
•

1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to God the Spirit:
5. We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
•

•

•

•

Romans 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life
to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?
2 Timothy 1:14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the
good deposit entrusted to you.
1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and
that God's Spirit dwells in you?
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to You the Recipient:
We are forgiven.

1.
•

Luke 7:48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

2. We are justified.
•

•

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
Romans 4:5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to You the Recipient:
3. We are redeemed.
•

Revelation 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.

4. We have an advocate (attorney for defense).
•

1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous:
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to You the Recipient:
5. We have the possibility of getting victory over sin.
•

•

•

•

Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin,
that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to sin, live any longer therein?
Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin.
Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under grace.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!*

When God saves you…
•

In Relation to You the Recipient:
6. We become an ambassador for Christ
•

2 Corinthians 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be
ye reconciled to God.

•

AND THAT’S JUST THE
BEGINNING!
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

Summarized:

We are far more sinful and
flawed than we realize.
We are more loved and welcomed
than we can ever imagine.
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THE GOSPEL: AMAZING NEWS!

Thoughts? Comments?
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?
•

Have you placed your faith in Christ alone to pay the
penalty for your sins—the penalty you justly deserved?

•

In your pursuit of godliness, have you left Jesus behind?

•

Are you suffering from a form of spiritual amnesia?
Are you remembering who you are?
•

Where (and how often?) does the gospel (the incarnation,
sinless life, death, bodily resurrection, and ascension of the
Son of God) actually intersect and powerfully affect your
daily life?
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?
•

Are you living like a dearly adopted child of the King?
•

Are you confident of His presence?

•

Do you run to Him when you fall?

•

Do you assume you’re being punished when you face trials?

•

Do you “walk on eggshells” or assume He’s just waiting for an
opportunity to punish you?
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?
1)
2)
3)

Believe that God continues to love
you despite your continual sin.
Believe that God has committed
Himself to your sanctification.
Believe that everything you’ve ever
needed to be pleasing to God has
been given to you in the Gospel, by
the Son.
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?
4)

5)

Believe that you can be bold and
courageous in your war against sin
because you know that He’s forgiven
you and continues to love and
support you.
Believe you will complete the work
He’s given you to do, because He’s
already completed it for you.
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?
1)
2)
3)
4)

Believe that God is as good
as He says He is.
Believe that God is too holy
to deceive you.
Believe that God is too powerful
to disappoint you.
Believe that His love is able
to keep you.
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?
Be Who You Are!
Col 3:1-4 “If then you have been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds
on things that are above, not on things that are
on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is
your life appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory.”
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SO WHO ARE YOU NOW?

Thoughts? Comments?
Implications of this in counseling?
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IN THE GOSPEL WE LIVE OUT OUR NEW IDENTITY

•

Beware of Legalism
•

•

Gal 3:3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit,
are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

Gospel Living
•

Preach the Gospel to yourself every day
•

•

“Most of your unhappiness in life is due to the fact that you are
listening to yourself instead of talking to yourself.”
D. M. Lloyd-Jones

IN THE GOSPEL WE LIVE OUT OUR NEW IDENTITY

How can I remember the Gospel?
Biblical Thinking
Are you going to build your life on what you
feel, or on what is real?

IN THE GOSPEL WE LIVE OUT OUR NEW IDENTITY

1. Memorize the Gospel of Christ –
•

•

The Cross Centered Life by C.J. Mahaney

Psalms 119:11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might
not sin against you.
Key Gospel Verses - Isaiah 53:3, Romans 3:23-26, Romans 5:6-11, 1 Cor
15:3-4, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Galatians 2:21

2. Pray the Gospel of Christ
3. Sing the Gospel of Christ

IN THE GOSPEL WE LIVE OUT OUR NEW IDENTITY

4. Review how the Gospel of Christ has changed
you
•

1 Timothy 1:13 though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted
ignorantly in unbelief,

5. Look for and Study the Gospel of Christ
6. Rely on the Holy Spirit
Mat 16:17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.

IN THE GOSPEL WE LIVE OUT OUR NEW IDENTITY

•

James 1:23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a
mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once
forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

SO WHO AM I NOW IN THE GOSPEL?

I have been crucified with Christ.
It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me.
And the life I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20
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Suggested Homework
•Summarize your main take-aways from this session, especially
noting any areas that were either unclear to you or that you might
disagree.
• Fundamentals of Faith work book, complete Lesson #6; Make
sure to listen to the audio message first @ gty.org/fof
• Read and review often the handout
	
   “Remembering Your GospelIdentity.” Keep this for continual reference. Read, review, talk
about this with your family, Solidify what the gospel means by
spending good, quality time reviewing the truths of this handout
often.
(handout at www.bethanycommunitychurch.org)
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