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Imitators of God: Helping Our Children Overcome Sexual Immorality
I. Introduction 

· “Simply put, the heart’s root motivation is, ‘I WANT’ . . . It wants what it wants when it wants it. It doesn’t want God setting limits or providing direction” (Ed Welch, Motives: Why Do I Do the Things I Do?).  

· “We must fight fire with fire. The fire of lust’s pleasures must be fought with the fire of God’s pleasures. If we try to fight the fire of lust with prohibitions and threats alone – even the terrible warnings of Jesus- we will fail. We must fight it with the massive promise of superior happiness. We must swallow up the little flicker of lust’s pleasure in the conflagration of holy satisfaction” (John Piper, Future Grace). 
· The fire to fight sexual temptation comes from “a firm knowledge of God’s love and one’s place in His family” (The Reformation Study Bible pg. 1712).
II. Three areas of life to be examined.


A. ___________________________.

B. ____________________________. 


1. Here are a few things people often find their identity in:




Speaking as a person who struggles with SSA, Sam Allberry has said, “The kind 



of sexual attractions I experience are not fundamental to my identity. They are a 


part of what I feel but are not who I am in a fundamental sense. I am are more 



than my sexuality . . . Desires for things God has forbidden are a reflection of 



how sin has distorted me, not how God has made me” (Sam Allberry, Is God 



Anti-Gay? Pgs.8-9, 30). 


2. The truest thing about us, if we are Christians:



a. We are ________________________________________ (John 1:12).




b. We are chosen and _____________________ in God’s eyes (1 Peter 2:9).




c. We are _____________________________________ (John 15:15).




d. We are _________________________________ (Romans 5:8).

C. _________________________. 
III. Imitators of God – how do we, and our children, become imitators of God and overcome sexual immorality? Ephesians 5:1-4.
A. God’s love is a _________________________________________ (Ephesians 4:31-32). 


B. God’s love is a ________________________________________ (Eph. 2:1-5).
C. God’s love is a _________________________________________ (Ephesians 3:18-19).

IV. Practical Application


A. Overcoming Pornography



1. Sin will _________________________________.


2. Hebrews 11:25 vs. Psalm 16:11.



3. ANTHEM (written by John Piper).

· AVOID as much as possible and reasonable the sights and situations that arouse 
unfitting desire.

· Say NO to every lustful thought within 5 seconds.

· TURN your mind forcefully toward Christ as the superior satisfaction.

· HOLD the promise and the pleasure of Christ firmly in your mind.

· ENJOY a superior satisfaction. Cultivate the capacities for pleasure in Christ.

· MOVE into useful activity away from idleness . . . lust grows fast in the garden of 
leisure. 

B. Fighting the Battle of Same Sex Attraction.



1. The normal means of grace are vital:



a. ________________________________




b. ________________________________




c. ________________________________



2. Help your children to invest in _____________________________________. 




“It is perfectly OK to live without sex – Jesus Himself did – but none of us is 



designed to live without intimacy” (Sam Allberry, ibid).



3. Help guard against unhealthy _________________________________.






“The main source of our contentment and joy should not be in another 




person such as a spouse or girlfriend/boyfriend. It must be in Jesus Christ alone” 


(Christopher Yuan).



4. Try to see things from their perspective and provide comfort if they experience 



______________________________________________.




“When people know they belong and are loved, that changes everything” 



(Rosaria Butterfield).




“Grieving friends need our tears more than our teaching; our silence more 



than our solutions; and our faces more than our fixes” (Scotty Smith).



5. Sanctification is a ____________________________.



“What matters most is not the distance you’ve covered. It’s not the speed 



you’re going. It’s now how long you’ve been a Christian. It’s the direction you’re 



heading” (David Powlison, Making All Things New pg. 62).



Proverbs 24:16
V. Conclusion
