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ARTICLE I: DEFINITION AND PURPOSE OF THIS CONSTITUTION 
 
We believe that God has called together the members, leaders, and staff of Bethany Community 
Church of Washington, Illinois to glorify God as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and prepare 
His people to worship Him forever. This document is intended to be a statement of how we 
believe we have been led of God, by the Holy Scripture, and by the Spirit, to organize our effort 
to pursue this purpose. It neither supersedes nor stands equal to the Holy Scriptures as a rule of 
authority. It also does not supersede that authority that God has delivered to the Body of 
Believers that make up the local assembly referred to as Bethany Community Church of 
Washington, Illinois. As the Lord may lead, or as our growth in knowledge and understanding of 
the Holy Scriptures and the Will of God increases, it is expected that this Constitution may 
require amendment to reflect that increase in knowledge and understanding. Amendment shall 
occur as described in Article V of this document. 
 
ARTICLE II: NAME 
 
The name of this local church shall be Bethany Community Church of Washington, Illinois. 
 
ARTICLE III: PURPOSE AND VALUES OF MINISTRY 
 
Bethany Community Church exists to glorify God as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
prepare His people to worship Him forever. 
 
We are committed to… 
 
The Worship of the Living God. We believe that worship is the heart of the life of the church 
(1 Cor. 10:31; John 4:23-24; Matt. 22:34-40; Phil. 2:1-4). 
 
The Authority of the Scriptures. We believe that the Bible is sufficient and authoritative as 
God’s inerrant Word to depend upon to do the work of the ministry (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). 
 
The Proclamation of the Gospel. We believe that the unsaved are important to God and that the 
gospel is the power of God for salvation (Matt. 9:36- 38; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rom. 1:16). 
 
The Teaching of the Disciples. We believe that the church has been given the incredible task of 
teaching the believers the faith once for all delivered to the Saints (Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Tim. 2:2; 
Jude 3). 
 
The Unity of the Body. We believe that every believer is equipped by the Holy Spirit with 
spiritual gifts that they are to use to bring the church to greater maturity (Eph. 2:10; 4:1-16; 1 
Cor. 12:4-7; 1 Pet. 4:10). 
 
The Prayers of the Saints. We believe that prayer is the foundation of dependence necessary to 
all of God’s work (1 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:18; Matt. 9:36-38). 
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ARTICLE IV: ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, STAFF, OFFICERS, AND 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
The organizational structure of Bethany Community Church of Washington, Illinois, the makeup 
of its staff and officers, the requirements and responsibilities of staff and officers, the 
requirements for membership and means of handling disputes and discipline within Bethany 
Community Church, and the rules and regulations for finances in Bethany Community Church 
shall be as defined in the Bylaws of Bethany Community Church and supplemented by its 
Policies and Procedures Manual. 
 
ARTICLE V: AMENDMENTS 
 
This Constitution may be amended or replaced when the need for change is recognized by the 
Elders and the members of the Church. At the time such need is believed to be present, the 
Elders, after consultation with the Church, shall make provisional modification in light of 
Scripture and all other essential information on this matter. This proposed amendment shall be 
communicated to the congregation in written form, providing adequate time for study and 
response. A date will be proposed for acceptance of the revisions at a Family Meeting. The 
congregation will then vote to see if there is a unity of acceptance and understanding of the 
amendments. For the purposes of amendment, a quorum of the Church body shall be present. 
This quorum shall be determined as being forty (40) voting members. Sufficient unity of purpose 
shall be declared to be present when the amendment receives a three-quarters vote (75%) of the 
quorum present.  
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ARTICLE I – NAME 
 
The name of this local church shall be Bethany Community Church of Washington, Illinois. 
 
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 
 
Bethany Community Church exists to glorify God as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
prepare His people to worship Him forever. 
 
We are committed to… 
 
The Worship of the Living God. We believe that worship is the heart of the life of the church 
(1 Cor. 10:31; John 4:23-24; Matt. 22:34-40; Phil. 2:1-4). 
 
The Authority of the Scriptures. We believe that the Bible is sufficient and authoritative as 
God’s inerrant Word to depend upon to do the work of the ministry (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). 
 
The Proclamation of the Gospel. We believe that the unsaved are important to God and that the 
gospel is the power of God for salvation (Matt. 9:36-38; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rom. 1:16). 
 
The Teaching of the Disciples. We believe that the church has been given the incredible task of 
teaching the believers the faith once for all delivered to the Saints (Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Tim. 2:2; 
Jude 3). 
 
The Unity of the Body. We believe that every believer is equipped by the Holy Spirit with 
spiritual gifts that they are to use to bring the church to greater maturity (Eph. 2:10; 4:1-16; 1 
Cor. 12:4-7; 1 Pet. 4:10). 
 
The Prayers of the Saints. We believe that prayer is the foundation of dependence necessary to 
all of God’s work (1 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:18; Matt. 9:36-38). 
 
ARTICLE III – AFFILIATION 
 
This Church shall be affiliated with CB North Central, headquartered in Blaine, Minnesota. 
 
ARTICLE IV -– STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 
See Addendum 
 
The Statement of Faith shall only be amended by a recommendation of the Elders to the Church. 
For the purposes of amendment, a quorum of the Church shall be present. This quorum shall be 
determined as being forty (40) voting members. Sufficient unity of purpose shall be declared to 
be present when the amendment receives a three-quarters vote (75%) of the quorum present. 
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ARTICLE V – TEACHING STATEMENT 
 
See Addendum 
 
The aim of the Teaching Statement is to preserve the unity of the church and to maintain a 
commitment to biblically sound doctrine. Elders and anyone who teaches at Bethany Community 
Church are to be aware of and teach in accordance with the contents of the Teaching Statement. 
If an element violates the teacher’s conscience, it should be discussed with the Elders. The 
Teaching Statement shall only be amended by a recommendation of the Elders to the Church. 
For the purposes of amendment, a quorum of the Church body shall be present. This quorum 
shall be determined as being forty (40) voting members. Sufficient unity of purpose shall be 
declared to be present when the amendment receives a three-quarters vote (75%) of the quorum 
present. 
 
ARTICLE VI – MEMBERSHIP 
 
When we welcome someone in to membership, we are publicly affirming his or her profession of 
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Therefore, church membership is the church 
affirming a person’s profession of faith and committing to love and shepherd that person. It is 
also that person committing to gather with the church, love its people, submit to its authority 
where appropriate, and use his or her spiritual gifts to care for the flock. Throughout this 
document, the term “Church” refers to those who are members of Bethany Community Church.  
 
SECTION 1: Becoming a Member 
 

(a) Only believers baptized after conversion shall be eligible for membership. 
(b) Each candidate for membership shall be required to attend the membership instruction 

class(es). 
(c) There is no age restriction on church membership but voting privileges are limited to 

those 18 years of age and older. 
(d) Each candidate for membership shall be interviewed by two Elders and must agree to 

the Statement of Faith and to abide by the Bylaws of the church. 
(e) The Elders will approve the candidate for membership and announce potential members 

to the church prior to a Family Meeting.  
(f) If any member of the church has concerns about a candidate’s potential membership, 

they should bring those concerns to the Elders. If there are biblical grounds for denying 
membership, the candidate will not be presented to the church for affirmation. 

(g) Candidates recommended by the Elders may be presented at any duly called meeting of 
the church. After affirmation of the members present, they shall be granted membership 
and given the right hand of fellowship. 

 
SECTION 2: Membership Termination 
 
Membership shall be terminated due to death, request for membership termination, joining 
another church, absence, or exclusion (see Article VII). The church should be informed of all 
membership terminations at the next available Family Meeting. 
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SECTION 3: Requesting Membership Termination 
 
Membership termination may be granted to a member at his or her request by vote of the Elders. 
Membership shall cease when the request is granted.  
 
SECTION 4: Removing Absent Members from Membership 
 

(a) The Elders have the authority to review the membership periodically and to remove 
members who have been absent for an extended period of time. The Elders will seek to 
contact the member before taking any action. The Elders may also elect to pursue 
church discipline if appropriate. If possible, the member shall be notified of any action 
in writing by an elder. 

(b) The membership termination of absent members must be communicated at a church 
Family Meeting. 

 
SECTION 5: Provisional Membership 

 
(a) Provisional Membership is a means of allowing people who are temporarily removed 

from a locale to participate in fellowship with a church in their new location while 
maintaining their membership at their home church. For example, a student or 
professional may temporarily leave our area and wish to join in membership at another 
church. Conversely, a student or professional may attend Bethany Community Church 
while living temporarily in our community and wish to become a member here while 
maintaining their membership at their home church. Provision is hereby made that, with 
the approval of the Board of Elders, such persons as indicated in the above examples or 
in similar circumstances may become Provisional Members. 

(b) Provisional Members at Bethany Community Church must meet the requirements for 
membership as enumerated in the bylaws. 

(c) Provisional Members will not have voting privileges, nor may they hold office at 
Bethany Community Church in any position where election to such office is voted upon 
by the church. 

(d) Upon return to the local area and application to the Elders, full membership may be 
restored. The Provisional Member roll shall be reviewed periodically by the Elders to 
ensure that those whose names are listed still wish to remain in membership or still plan 
to return to the area. Provisional Members may be dropped from the roll by decision of 
the Elders and the Church will be informed at the next Family Meeting. 

 
ARTICLE VII – DISCIPLINE 
 
If membership is the church’s public affirmation of a person’s profession of faith, church 
discipline is the public removal of that affirmation. In church discipline, the church is saying it 
can no longer affirm a person’s testimony due to his or her persistent refusal to live in a manner 
consistent with a profession of faith in Jesus Christ. There are several purposes of church 
discipline, such as protecting the flock from sin; protecting the purity, doctrine, and unity of the 
church; glorifying the name of Christ; and demonstrating love to those who have been deceived 
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by sin. In those circumstances where discipline has to be enacted, the prayerful hope is always 
for the full repentance and restoration of the individual. In this sense, church discipline can also 
be called “spiritual restoration” (Gal. 6:1-2). 
 
SECTION 1: Administration of Discipline 
 
The Elders shall handle all disciplinary matters following the instruction given by God in 
passages such as Matthew 18:15-17, Galatians 6:1-2, and I Corinthians 5:9-13. 
 
SECTION 2: Denial of the Statement of Faith 
 
Following the recommendation of the Elders, membership of a member may also be terminated 
for denying any of the Statement of Faith. 
 
ARTICLE VIII – OFFICERS 
 
The officers of this Church shall be: Senior Pastor; Associate Pastor(s); Elders; Associate 
Minister(s); Church Treasurer; Assistant Treasurer; Deacons; and Financial Secretary. 
 
SECTION 1: ELDERS 
 
The Senior Pastor, Associate Pastor(s), and Lay Elders all comprise the Elder Board, which 
throughout this document is usually referred to simply as the “Elders.” When referring 
specifically to elders who are not paid members of the Pastoral Staff, this document will use the 
term “Lay Elder.” 
 

(a) Senior Pastor: Upon the recommendation of the Elders, the Senior Pastor shall be 
approved and called at any duly called Family Meeting of the Church by a three-fourths 
majority (75%) of the ballots cast. The engagement between the Senior Pastor and the 
Church shall be for an indefinite period. The Senior Pastor must subscribe to the 
Bylaws of the Church and the Statement of Faith and agree to support the Teaching 
Statement. He will be installed in his ministry as Senior Pastor following the laying on 
of hands by the Elders at a Worship Service. The Senior Pastor shall be expected to 
unite with the Church as soon as reasonably possible following his installation. Elders 
shall vote, if necessary, on the advisability of a vote of confidence in the Senior Pastor. 
If they should feel such a vote of confidence is needed, they shall recommend such 
action to the Church. Retention of the Senior Pastor shall require a three-fourths 
majority (75%) of the ballots cast. Should the Church desire to dissolve the relationship 
with the Senior Pastor, it may do so by giving a two (2) month notice at any duly called 
Family Meeting. Should the Senior Pastor desire to leave, he may do so by giving a two 
(2) month’s written notice. This provision may be waived if agreed upon by both 
parties. The Senior Pastor will cease in the office of Elder once his resignation is 
accepted or the Church has voted to remove him. 

(b) Associate Pastor(s): Upon the recommendation of the Elders, the Associate Pastor(s) 
shall be approved and called at any duly called Family Meeting of the Church by a 
three-fourths majority (75%) of the ballots cast. The engagement between Associate 
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Pastor(s) and Church shall be for an indefinite period. The Associate Pastor must 
subscribe to the Bylaws of the Church and the Statement of Faith and agree to support 
the Teaching Statement. He will be installed in his ministry as Associate Pastor 
following the laying on of hands by the Elders at a Worship Service. The Associate 
Pastor shall be expected to unite with the Church as soon as reasonably possible 
following his installation. Elders shall vote, if necessary, on the advisability of a vote of 
confidence in the Pastor. If they should feel such a vote of confidence is needed, they 
shall recommend such action to the Church. Retention of the Associate Pastor shall 
require a three-fourths majority (75%) of the ballots cast. Should the Church desire to 
dissolve the relationship with the Associate Pastor, it may do so by giving a two (2) 
month notice at any duly called Family Meeting. Should the Associate Pastor desire to 
leave, he may do so by giving a two (2) month’s written notice. This provision may be 
waived if agreed upon by both parties. The Associate Pastor will cease in the office of 
Elder once his resignation is accepted or the Church has voted to remove him. 
 

(c) Lay Elders 
 

(1) Number of Lay Elders 
 
There shall be at least one more Lay Elder than there are Pastoral Staff (Senior Pastor plus 
Associate Pastor[s]).  In the event that an elder’s resignation or removal from office brings the 
total number of Lay Elders below the required minimum, the Elders will seek to fill that vacancy 
quickly while also being careful not to lay hands hastily (1 Tim. 5:22). There will be no 
maximum number of Elders. 
 

(2) Qualifications of Lay Elders 
 
In order to be considered for the ministry of a Lay Elder, a man must be an active member of the 
Church for at least two years prior to selection, meet the biblical qualifications for office (e.g. 1 
Tim. 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-7, 1 Pet. 5:1-4), and be actively involved in shepherding. These 
qualifications, as well as passages such as 1 Timothy 2:9-15 and 1 Corinthians 11:3-15 
precluding women from teaching ministries, limit the office of elder to men. 
 

(3) Process of Becoming a Lay Elder 
 
A prospective elder candidate may be brought to the attention of the Elders by an elder, a 
member of the congregation, or the prospective elder himself. The Elders may decide to ask the 
man to begin meeting regularly with an elder mentor as they prayerfully consider his calling to 
elder ministry. The prospective elder will be given the opportunity to teach and other elders will 
have the opportunity to assess his teaching abilities. The Elders will then interview the candidate 
to discern his competency for the ministry of elder. If the Elders determine to recommend him, 
the Church will be informed, and a thirty day “testing” period will take place. Included in this 
testing period is the opportunity to meet the elder candidate and ask him questions. Any concerns 
regarding the candidate may be expressed to the Elders. A congregational vote will be held at a 
duly called Family Meeting, with a three-fourths majority (75%) required to affirm the calling to 
serve as an elder. 
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(4) Tenure of a Lay Elder 

 
Lay Elders will serve terms of 4 years. There is no mandated limit to the number of consecutive 
terms an elder may serve. 
 

(5) Process of Seeking an Additional Term as a Lay Elder 
 
Following the completion of his term, a Lay Elder may elect to not serve an additional term. If an 
elder continues to feel called by God to serve as an elder, he will indicate that desire to the 
Elders. If the Elders concur, the congregation will have the opportunity to affirm his calling at a 
duly scheduled congregational meeting. If an elder who is currently on the board receives less 
than 75% on a vote of affirmation, the congregation will be informed and there will be a period 
of thirty days in which anyone may submit to the Elders biblical reasons for the elder to not be 
considered for an additional term. If reasons are submitted, the Elders will investigate them and 
report their findings to the Church. The Church will then have a second opportunity to participate 
in a vote of affirmation. If the elder still receives less than 75% votes of affirmation, he will not 
be reinstated for an additional term 
 

(6) Resignation and Removal of Elders 
 
A Lay Elder may offer his letter of resignation to the Elders at any time. Also, an elder may be 
removed from his ministry by a decision of the majority of the Elders. If the Elders make the 
decision to remove an elder, they will inform the congregation at a regularly scheduled Family 
Meeting in accordance with 1 Timothy 5:19-20.  
 
SECTION 2: ASSOCIATE MINISTERS 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Elders, the Associate Minister(s) shall be approved and called 
at any duly called Family Meeting of the Church by a three-fourths majority (75%) of the ballots 
cast. 
 
SECTION 3: OTHER OFFICERS 
 
Terms of office shall begin on May 1st of each year. Officers shall be at least 21 years of age and 
shall be active members of the Church for at least one year prior to selection and shall continue 
to be active during their term of office. No person shall hold more than one office unless an 
exception is made because of extenuating circumstances. Vacancies occurring during the year 
may be filled at any Family Meeting called by the recommendation of the Elders: 
 

(a) Deacons for a term of three (3) years. 
(b) A Treasurer for a term of one (1) year. 
(c) An Assistant Treasurer for a term of one (1) year. 
(d) A Financial Secretary for a term of one (1) year. 

 
SECTION 4: Trustees 



 
12 

 
The Elders shall appoint from among the Lay Elders a Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary 
who will be designated as Trustees and in addition to their regular duties shall act as required 
under laws of the State of Illinois. These Trustees shall hold legal title to all Church property. 
 
ARTICLE IX- DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
 
SECTION 1: SENIOR PASTOR 
 

(a) It shall be his duty to preach and administer the ordinances of the Church and perform 
such other duties as are incumbent upon his office. The Senior Pastor shall be a 
member of the Elders and member ex-officio of all committees of the Church. He may 
delegate some of these responsibilities to the Associate Staff. 

(b) Details affecting his personal schedule shall be determined by consultation with, and 
action by, the Elders. 

(c) All salaried employees shall be under the supervision of the Senior Pastor. 
 
SECTION 2: ASSOCIATE PASTOR(S) 
 
The duties of the Associate Pastor(s) shall be those agreed upon by the Senior Pastor and Elders. 
Associate Pastors shall be Elders and participate in the process of reaching consensus, except on 
those issues related to staff benefits or where other conflicts of interest may arise. 
 
SECTION 3: ELDERS 
 

(a) Elders serve as shepherds of the Church. Their responsibilities include leading with 
gentleness (1 Tim. 5:17; 1 Pet. 5:2-5), protecting (Acts 20:28), teaching (Acts 6:4; 1 
Tim. 3:2), praying (Acts 6:4), and providing oversight for the finances of the Church 
(Acts 11:29-30). 

(b) In addition to the duties described elsewhere in the bylaws, Elders shall be authorized 
to spend monies to the extent of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per incident without 
vote of the Church. They shall prepare for approval a Church budget for the ensuing 
year in the month preceding the annual Family Meeting. 

(c) The Chairman of the Elders or his delegate shall serve as Moderator of official Church 
Family Meetings. The Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary of the Elders will be 
elected among the Lay Elders annually at the first meeting of the Elders. 

 
SECTION 4: ASSOCIATE MINISTERS 
 
The duties of the Associate Minister(s) shall be those agreed upon by the Senior Pastor and the 
Elders. 
 
SECTION 5: DEACONS 
 

(a) The Deacons exist to equip the body to care for the Church’s physical needs (Acts 6:1-
6).  
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(b) Deacons will meet regularly for strategy and accountability and will regularly provide a 
copy of the Deacon minutes to the Elders. 

(c) The Elders will be responsible to accord the Deacons such powers and authority as may 
be required to perform these various tasks and duties. Funds will be budgeted by the 
Elders to perform the tasks and duties and managed by the Deacons. Any expenditure 
of over ten thousand dollars ($10,000) that has not been specifically budgeted must be 
presented to the Elders and approved by the Church. 

 
SECTION 6: TREASURER 
 
The Treasurer shall make disbursement of funds as authorized and shall give regular reports to 
the Elders and Church. The Treasurer shall transfer to his or her successor all funds, record, and 
property at the expiration of the term. 
 
SECTION 7: FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 

(a) The Financial Secretary shall receive all income of the Church and shall deposit such 
funds in depositories authorized by the Trustees. Funds shall be properly safeguarded, 
and deposits made promptly. 

(b) The Financial Secretary shall keep a record of the income of the Church, including a 
record of giving through the envelope system, and shall be prepared to furnish receipts 
to contributors for tax purposes as needed. 

(c) All monies shall be counted by the Financial Secretary or any officers with the 
assistance of at least one other person authorized by the Elders. 

 
SECTION 8: SELECTING ASSISTANTS 
 
Officers shall have the right to appoint such assistants as they may need, subject to the approval 
of the Elders. 
 
ARTICLE X – MEETINGS 
 
SECTION 1: WORSHIP 
 
The Church will gather weekly on Sunday morning for the purpose of corporate worship, 
teaching, fellowship, and the collection of offerings. Additional meetings for worship, 
instruction, or fellowship may be designated by the Elders. The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 
shall be observed regularly on approximately a monthly basis. 
 
SECTION 2: CHURCH FAMILY MEETINGS 
 

(a) The purpose of Church Family Meetings is to provide an opportunity for the Church to 
gather to discuss the ministry of the Church and handle administrative issues. These 
meetings shall be scheduled at least quarterly by the Elders, unless a need arises that 
requires rescheduling.  
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(b) Special Family Meetings may be called by the Elders. Said meeting and its purpose 
must be announced at least one (1) Sunday immediately preceding the called meeting. 
Only announced business shall be considered at any special Family Meeting. 

(c) To ensure decisions made by the Church are legally binding, only members 18 years 
of age or over shall have the right to vote on all regular business and matters of a 
corporate nature. A three-quarters majority (75%) vote shall decide all matters of 
business unless otherwise specified. 

(d) The fiscal year of the Church shall begin on May 1st and end on April 30th. All 
organizations of the Church shall cause their fiscal year to correspond to that of the 
Church. 

(e) The quarterly meeting in April will include the adoption of budgets and the approval 
of officers. Within two months of the close of the fiscal year, a report will be issued by 
the Elders that includes an annual financial report along with any other reports the 
Elders or Staff deem relevant. This report will be discussed at a regularly scheduled 
Church Family Meeting. 

(f) Times and dates of all Church Family Meetings shall be announced at least one (1) 
Sunday immediately preceding the meeting and on the Sunday of the meeting. 

 
 
ARTICLE XI – FINANCES 
 
All Church funds shall be raised only by direct freewill offerings. It shall be the duty of every 
member either to use the envelope system or to give in some other systematic manner. Ministries 
within the Church may raise funds by other means only when approved by the Board of Elders. 
At the request of the Board of Elders, an external firm or licensed CPA from the Church 
membership shall be asked to review the financial records of the Church not less than once in 
every five years. 
 
ARTICLE XII – ORGANIZATIONS 
 
SECTION 1: Use of Church Name 
 
No organization, the membership of which shall be constituted wholly or in part of members of 
the Church, shall use the name of the Church in any manner designed to further their objective 
without first having secured approval of the Elders. The bylaws of such organizations, as they 
exist or as amended from time to time, shall be subject to the approval of the Elders, and copies 
of the bylaws of such organizations shall be kept on file at the Church. 
 
SECTION 2: Membership of Teachers and Officers 
 
All teachers and officers of organized ministries within the Church shall be members of the 
Church except by special approval of the Elders.  
 
ARTICLE XIII – AMENDMENTS 
These Bylaws may be amended, altered, or revised at any regular Family Meeting or at a special 
Family Meeting called for that purpose. Notice of the proposed amendment must be given, in 
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writing, at a regular or special Family Meeting held at least one-quarter year prior to action 
thereon. A three-fourths (75%) vote of the members present shall be necessary for adoption. 
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Statement of Faith 
 
Scripture: We believe that Scripture is inspired by God, authoritative in all matters of faith and 
conduct, and inerrant in the original manuscripts. We believe that because of the unique nature 
and purpose of Scripture, we can be confident that it is completely sufficient to provide for all 
our spiritual needs. (Ps. 19:7- 11; Isa. 66:2; 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:3) 
 
The Trinity: We believe in the one true God who is one in His essence, yet eternally exists as 
three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe that each person is equal in 
every divine perfection, executing distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, 
providence, and redemption. (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; John 5:19; 14:26; Acts 5:3-4; 10:38; 1 Pet. 
1:2; Heb. 1:8-10; James 2:19) 
 
God the Father: We believe in God the Father, from whom every good and perfect gift comes, 
who sent His Son Jesus Christ, and who rescues from death and adopts into His family all who 
come to Him through Christ. (Luke 10:21-22; Matt. 23:9; John 3:16; 6:27; Rom. 1:7; Eph. 1:3-
14; I Tim. 1:1-2; 2:5-6; James 1:17; I Pet. 1:3; Rev. 1:6) 
 
Jesus Christ: We believe in Jesus Christ, who is fully God and fully man. We believe that He is 
the only begotten Son of God the Father, miraculously born of a virgin. We believe that He lived 
a sinless life and died on a cross, shedding His blood and offering Himself in our place as a 
perfect sacrifice and the propitiation for our sins. We believe that He rose bodily from the grave, 
ascended to heaven, was seated at the right hand of God, and now serves as the only mediator 
between God and man. (Isa. 9:6; Luke 2:7; John 1:1, 18, 26-38; 4:6; 19:28; Rom. 3:25; Titus 
2:13; Heb. 1:8; 4:15; 5:8; 7:26-28) 
 
Holy Spirit: We believe in the Holy Spirit, who convicts the world of sin, works to bring about 
salvation, baptizes all believers into the Body of Christ at the moment of salvation, indwells all 
believers, is given to believers as a seal guaranteeing their future inheritance, and labors in the 
process of their sanctification. We believe that He bestows gifts upon all believers, enabling 
them to work for the building up of Christ’s church. (John 3:8; Rom. 8:9, 11; 1 Cor. 2:11, 13; 
Eph. 1:13-14; 4:11ff; 5:18; Titus 3:5) 
 
Creation: We accept the Genesis account of creation literally, in its entirety, and believe that 
man came by direct creation of God and not by the process of evolution. (Gen. 1:27; 2:7; Ps. 
33:6; John 1:3, 10; Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:2; 11:3) 
 
Humanity & Sin: We believe that man was created in the image of God but became separated 
from Him due to Adam’s sin. We believe that each human being is born with a sin nature and has 
chosen to continue in rebellion to God. We believe that before faith in Christ, they are dead in 
their trespasses and sins and are in danger of experiencing eternal judgment in hell. (Rom. 5:12-
21; Eph. 2:1-3; Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:11-15) 
 
Salvation: We believe that human beings are saved by God’s grace alone through faith alone in 
Jesus Christ alone. We believe that the work of Christ on the cross at Calvary was necessary to 
provide the satisfaction for our sin, to provide us righteousness from God, to redeem us, to 
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reconcile us to God, and to demonstrate God’s love for us. We believe that those who repent of 
their sin and place their faith in Jesus Christ are regenerated, justified, adopted into God’s family, 
and receive eternal life. We believe that their sin has been imputed to Christ and His 
righteousness imputed to them. We believe that Scripture assures us that believers are no longer 
slaves to sin, having died to it, and are now called to present the members of their body as 
instruments to God for righteousness.  (Isa. 53:6; John 1:29; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Cor. 1:30; Phil. 3:9; 
Rom. 5:12-21; 6:1-14; Rom. 1-3; 3:21-25; 5:7-10; Gal. 3:13; Eph. 2:8-9; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5) 
 
Angels: We believe that angels are spirit beings created by God for the purpose of ministering to 
Him and the saints. We believe that Satan is a fallen angel who led a rebellion against God, 
taking a large number of angelic beings with him. He currently works to deceive, accuse, and 
destroy believers. We believe that despite Satan’s power, the believer is empowered by God to 
resist Satan’s attacks. (Gen. 19:1-26; Ezek. 28:12-16; Isa. 14:12-17; Dan. 9:21-23; 10:4-21; Luke 
1:26-38; Eph. 6:12-17; 1 Tim. 3:6; Heb. 1:6-7, 14; 2:6-7; James 4:7; Rev. 5:11-12; 12:4-10; 
14:6-20) 
 
The Church: We believe that the church exists to glorify God as we proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and prepare His people to worship Him forever. We believe that all Christians are part of 
the church, which is called to be unified, to be holy and to be in conformity to the teachings of 
the apostles and prophets as found in Scripture. We believe that the church has been commanded 
to baptize believers and administer the Lord’s Supper. (Matt. 28:19-20; John 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 
10:18-26; Eph. 1:4, 22-23; 2:20; Col. 1:28-29) 
 
Human Sexuality and Marriage: We believe that marriage is the joining of one naturally-born 
man and one naturally-born woman for life. Marriage was created by God and is a holy and 
divinely established covenant between man and woman to be a representation of the relationship 
between Jesus Christ and His church. We believe that God created sexual intimacy to be enjoyed 
exclusively between one man and one woman who are married to one another. We believe that 
any form of deviation from this—such as homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, 
incest, fornication, adultery, pornography, prostitution, pedophilia, premarital sexual intimacy, 
cross dressing, sexting, any wrongful attempt to change one’s gender, or disagreement with one’s 
biological gender—is sinful and offensive to God. We also believe that God offers redemption 
and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ. (Gen. 1:27-28; 2:24; 19:5, 13; 26:8-10; Lev. 18:1-30; Matt. 15:19; 19:3-9; 
Mark 10:7; Rom. 1: 22-29; 7:2; 1 Cor. 5:1; 6:9, 12-20; 7:10; Eph. 5:22-23, 31; 1 Thess. 4:1-8; 
Heb. 13:4; 1 John 1:9) 
 
The Future: We believe that the souls of all people will exist forever and that while unbelievers 
will experience eternal, conscious torment, believers will spend eternity with Christ. We believe 
that Christ will return again to reign over His kingdom and that there is a future inheritance for 
the believer. We believe that these truths should motivate the believer to live a godly life now in 
this present age. (Matt. 8:12; 24; Mark 9:43; Luke 16:28; John 3:16; 1 Cor. 15:50-58; 1 Thess. 
4:16-18; 1 Pet. 1:3-9; Rev. 22:10-21) 
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Bethany Community Church 
Teaching Statement 

 
At Bethany Community Church, we believe our ultimate authority is Scripture. We believe 
Scripture is God’s Word, in which He reveals knowledge of who He is, and that knowledge of 
God enables us to place our faith in Him, love Him, and walk in obedience to Him.  
 
This document, of course, is not God’s Word. It is an attempt to help our community of faith 
understand, believe, and love God’s Word. It describes what we believe about major doctrines 
and how we believe Scripture would have us live our lives of worship to God.  For Christians 
who may be thinking of joining our fellowship, this document will help them understand where 
we stand on key issues. For those who are newer to the faith, this document may help them grow 
in their understanding of the faith. For teachers in the Church, it provides them with a resource to 
help them articulate and defend major truths of Scripture. For all of us, this document should 
help us remember and be excited about the foundational truths of the gospel and our faith as we 
seek to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and prepare His people to worship Him forever.  
 
Like any document attempting to explain what a church believes and teaches, this document has 
shortcomings. It is not a comprehensive statement of our beliefs. What we have included—and 
even the manner and tone in which we communicate it—is affected by the time in which we 
minister.  
 
Furthermore, not every doctrine mentioned in it is of equal “weight.” Some doctrines we hold to 
be absolutely essential for teachers to articulate correctly and precisely, such as the gospel of 
salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. In other areas we ask our teachers to 
refrain from teaching anything contrary to this statement, but we believe it is permissible for 
them to have views that differ from those in this document. We do ask, however, that teachers 
communicate with the elders if they find themselves in disagreement with any portion of this 
document. 
 
Ultimately, we believe it is the elders of the Church who are entrusted by God with the 
responsibility of “holding firm the trustworthy word as taught” and “giving instruction in sound 
doctrine” (Titus 1:9). When disputes arise within the body regarding whether teaching in the 
Church is in conformity with Scripture, this document is to be consulted but, ultimately, we trust 
the Spirit working in conjunction with our shepherds to determine the validity and permissibility 
of any given teaching and the soundness of any individual teacher.  
 
There is a list of recommended resources that we are including with the Teaching Statement that 
are not an official part of the statement or Constitution and Bylaws. This list is designed to be an 
aid for those wishing to study issues in greater detail but may be updated or amended by the 
Elders at any time. 
 
By His Grace, 
 
The Elders 
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What We Teach About Scripture 
 
We teach that Scripture is God’s special revelation to man. How can we know who God is and 
how to be in relationship with him? Apart from God’s grace, such knowledge would be 
impossible. Fortunately, God is gracious and reveals Himself to us. To help us describe how God 
reveals Himself to humanity, we sometimes use the terms “general” revelation and “special” 
revelation. General revelation refers to “the knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral 
law, which comes through creation to all humanity.”1 Special revelation “refers to God’s words 
addressed to specific people.”2 General revelation includes both an internal3 and external4 
declaration by God of His divine nature to all humanity.5 Every human being has access to this 
type of revelation. Men and women can look around them and know truths about God. This 
general revelation, however, is not sufficient to save them because instead of receiving God’s 
general revelation, mankind chooses to suppress it.6 Our response to His general revelation 
makes us guilty of rejecting Him.7 Scripture is distinct from the general revelation of God. It is 
part of His special revelation, in which He reveals Himself and His glorious plan of salvation and 
all we need to know for life and godliness. In the following paragraphs, we will describe what 
we believe about this special revelation from God Himself.8   
 
We teach that Scripture is authoritative. Scripture is our final authority in all matters of faith 
and practice. “The authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture are God’s words 
in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey 
God.”9 Because Scripture is the Word of God, and God cannot lie,10 it is a trustworthy revelation 
of what God has prescribed for us to do. The Lord asserts His supreme authority and the right 
response of man to the revelation of that authority: “‘For My hand made all these things, thus all 
these things came into being,’ declares the Lord. ‘But to this one I will look, to him who is 
humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.’”11  
 
We teach that Scripture is inspired. Inspiration is “that extraordinary, supernatural 
influence…exerted by the Holy Spirt on the writers of our Sacred Books, by which their words 
were rendered also the words of God, and therefore, perfectly infallible.”12 This teaching is 
sometimes called “verbal plenary inspiration,” meaning all the words of Scripture are God’s 
words. Paul tells Timothy, “All Scripture is inspired by God” or “God-breathed.”13 God used a 
variety of methods to communicate His special revelation, including in some places dictating 
every word,14 but inspiration does not necessarily mean that God always dictated words to the 
                                                
1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 122. 
2 Grudem, 123. 
3 Rom. 1:19 
4 Rom. 1:20 
5 Ps. 19:1-6 
6 Rom. 1:18 
7 Rom. 1:30 
8 2 Tim. 3:16; Deut. 29:29 
9 Grudem, 73. 
10 Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 
11 Isa. 66:2 
12 Adapted Warfield, quoted in Robert Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 70. 
13 2 Tim. 3:16 
14 e.g., Jer. 30:2; Exod. 32:16 
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human authors. Instead, it means He superseded the process of their writing in such a way that 
the very words they used are the words of God but still may reveal the personality and style of 
the original authors. 
  
We teach that Scripture is inerrant. Inerrancy means that Scripture is completely free from 
errors in its original manuscripts.15 We proclaim along with Christ that God’s Word is truth.16  
Inerrancy protects the truth that Scripture proclaims in Psalm 119:89, “Forever, O Lord, Your 
word is settled in heaven.” This does not mean that our interpretation of Scripture is always 
infallible. Our challenge is to rightly interpret the Bible in such a way that we understand the 
author’s message to the original audience, within the context of the entirety of Scripture’s 
redemptive message, and rightly apply it to ourselves and others.17 
 
We teach that Scripture is sufficient. As we affirm the inerrant, authoritative, God-inspired text, 
we must not neglect understanding why special revelation exists. When we say Scripture is 
“sufficient,” we are saying it contains all we need for life and godliness.18 19 Furthermore, we 
believe that “at all times in redemptive history, Scripture has been sufficient for God’s people.”20 
All general revelation must be filtered through the special revelation of Scripture. God gives us 
His Word so that we “may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”21  
 
We teach that Scripture is understandable. A word sometimes used to describe our ability to 
understand the Scripture is “perspicuous.” The perspicuity of Scripture means that even though 
not all things in Scripture are easily understood,22 those things that are essential to know, believe, 
and obey for salvation are so evident throughout Scripture that all of us can understand them.23 
The doctrine of illumination helps us understand how this is possible. The great truths of 
Scripture are plain for all men and women who the Spirit enables to understand them. “The 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple,” says the psalmist.24 And Paul tells us, 
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we 
may know the things freely given to us by God.”25  The Holy Spirit gives us hope that we can 
understand and apply the Word of God.  
 
We teach that Scripture is confined to the sixty-six books of the Bible. The canon—the books 

                                                
15 This has far-reaching implications. For instance, this understanding of inerrancy demands that when one reads in 
Scripture that Moses was the author of the Pentateuch (Mark 7:10; 10:5; Luke 16:29; 24:27, 44; John 1:17, 45; 7:19; 
Rom. 10:5, 19), we believe the testimony of the biblical authors and affirm Moses wrote the Pentateuch. 
16 John 17:17 
17 2 Tim. 2:15 
18 2 Pet. 1:3 
19 “The Bible is sufficient, revealing all we need to know for salvation and godly living (Isa. 8:20; Luke 16:29-31; 
Eph. 2:20; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). Nothing must be taken away from Scripture and nothing added to it. The Bible alone is 
our final authority in all matters of faith and practice; our consciences are bound by it alone, not by any council, 
creed, individual or supposed new revelation (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Isa. 8:20; Matt. 15:1-9; 22:29-32; Acts 17:11; 28:23-
25; Rev. 22:18-19).” The Sola 5 Confession of Faith, 2.3. 
20 John Frame, Systematic Theology, 1129. 
21 2 Tim. 3:16 
22 2 Pet. 3:16 
23 This is a paraphrase of the Westminster Confession of Faith.   
24 Ps. 19:7  
25 1 Cor. 12:2 
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that make up Scripture—was not determined by the church but by God. The church, therefore, 
did not decide the canon but rather recognized it. The Old Testament canon is testified to us not 
only by the Jewish nation, who preserved God’s Word, but also the testimony of Christ and the 
apostles themselves who quoted from the Old Testament and asserted its authority.26 Regarding 
the New Testament canon, we see that early in the history of the church, certain writings were 
being recognized as Scripture.  Paul prefaces a quote from Luke 10:7 with “the Scripture says.”27 
Peter implies that Paul’s writings are Scripture.28 As heretics and other enemies of the faith 
began to propose their own canons, the church was forced to proclaim exactly what she believed 
about the nature and extent of the canon. Ultimately, we rely not only on the authority of the 
church but on the witness of the Spirit who testifies to us that Scripture is God’s Word.29 The 
ultimate revelation of God is in His Son Jesus Christ.30  
 

 
What We Teach About God 

 
We teach that there is one God who eternally exists as three persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—and each person is fully God.31 God is one in essence, there are not multiple gods who 
comprise the Trinity.32 Scripture affirms the deity of God the Father,33 God the Son,34 and God 
the Holy Spirit.35  Even though there are three persons, because they are one they do not act 
independently of one another.  For example, Jesus’ desires and God’s desires are the same.36 We 
see the unity of these three persons and the distinct roles they maintain in passages such as 2 
Corinthians 13:14 where Paul concludes his epistle with these words, “The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”37   
 
We teach that God is unique. There is no creature who can say they share all of the attributes of 
God—or any of His attributes in their fullness apart from Him. For example, He alone is 
omnipresent.  The psalmist writes:  
 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, 
you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold 
me.38 

 
Another example is God’s eternality. Though we who place our faith in Christ receive eternal 
life, we will never be eternal in the way that God is, existing from before and outside. The 

                                                
26 Matt. 5:17-18; Luke 24:25; 2 Tim. 3:14-15 
27 1 Tim. 5:18 
28 2 Pet. 3:16 
29 1 Cor. 2:12; John 14:26 
30 John 1:1, 14; Heb. 1:1-2 
31 Grudem, 226-227 
32 Deut. 6:4; James 2:19 
33 1 Cor. 8:6 
34 Heb. 1:8-10 
35 Acts 5:3-4; cf. Ps. 139:7-8; John 1:1-4; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Cor. 2:10-11 
36 John 5:19; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10 
37 See also: Matt. 28:19; John 1:1-2; 14:26; 17:24; Acts 10:38; 1 Pet. 1:2 
38 Ps. 139:7-10 
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psalmist declares, “From everlasting to everlasting you are God.”39 Other unique attributes 
include His omniscience,40 unchangeableness,41 invisibility,42 and sovereignty.43 
 
We teach that God is the Creator of the Universe. There are certain truths we believe all 
Christians must affirm about creation. These include that God created the universe from 
nothing;44 the purpose of His creation was to bring Him glory;45 and that He created man and 
woman in a special act of creation in His own image.46 We also teach that God’s creative work 
consisted of six literal days47 and that He rested on the seventh day.48  
   
We teach that we are to strive for holiness and to imitate our Heavenly Father. God is perfectly 
holy. By “holy” we mean “absolute, permanent, exclusive, pure, irreversible, and fully expressed 
devotion.”49 God is perfectly devoted to Himself, and we should be as well! Our desire is to, as 
Paul tells the church at Ephesus, “become imitators of God.”50  In 1 Corinthians 11:1, Paul tells 
the believers to imitate him as he imitates Christ. As we consider the attributes of God that we 
are to imitate, we recognize that God is forgiving,51 righteous,52 holy,53 good,54 merciful,55 
trustworthy,56 and loving.57     
 
We teach that God is sovereign. God has complete and authoritative rule over all of His creation. 
God’s providence is related to His sovereignty and means that He “is continually involved with 
all created things in such a way that He (1) keeps them existing and maintaining the properties 
with which He created them; (2) cooperates with created things in every action, directing their 
distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do; and (3) directs them to fulfill his 
purposes.”58  
 
We teach that God is knowable. In His grace, God has decreed that some should come to know 
Him.  Though we cannot know God fully, we can know Him truly. For example, we cannot 
perfectly understand His mercy toward us, yet we can confidently proclaim that He is merciful.  
In His High Priestly Prayer, Jesus prays, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only 

                                                
39 Ps. 90:2 
40 Heb. 4:13 
41 Mal. 3:6; James 1:17 
42 John 4:24; 1 Tim. 6:16 
43 Eph. 1:11 
44 Gen. 1:1-31 
45 Gen. 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31; Ps. 104:31; Rom. 11:36, Rev.4:11 
46 Gen. 1:26-27 
47 Ex. 20:11 
48 Gen. 1:1-2:3 
49 Sinclair Ferguson, Devoted to God, 129-130 (Kindle Location). 
50 Eph. 5:1; cf. 1 Cor. 11:1; 1 Thess. 2:14  
51 Ps. 32 
52 Ps. 145:17; Nah. 1:2-8 
53 Ps. 5:4-6 
54 Ps. 25:8 
55 Luke 6:36; Eph. 2:4 
56 Deut. 32:4 
57 John 3:16; Rom. 5:8 
58 Grudem, 315. 
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true God, and Jesus whom you have sent.”59  Tragically, most have chosen not to know God.  
Though He has revealed Himself to them, they have rejected the righteousness offered by Him 
and sought to establish their own righteousness.60 
 
 

What We Teach About Jesus Christ 
 
We teach that Jesus Christ is truly God. There are several ways Scripture reveals that Jesus 
Christ is God. For example, sometimes Scripture directly affirms His deity by using the word 
“God” to refer to Jesus Christ. The first chapter of John has some of the boldest claims in all of 
Scripture as John explicitly tells us, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God.”61 Jesus Himself declares He is God so blatantly that the Jews try to 
stone Him for blasphemy.62  In Isaiah 9:6, the Messiah is called “Mighty God” and “Everlasting 
Father.” Another way Scripture reveals that Jesus is God is by telling us that Jesus possesses 
attributes that are uniquely divine.  As God, Jesus has existed eternally,63 created all things64, and 
sustains His creation.65  
 
We teach that Jesus Christ is truly man.  There are many passages that confirm the humanity of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus was born like every man.66 He had a human body that could grow tired or 
thirsty.67  He was able to increase in wisdom and stature in His human nature.68 Furthermore, 
those around Jesus recognized that He was a man,69 and a display of His heavenly glory caught 
His disciples completely off guard.70 
 
We teach that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God. In the fullness of time, God sent forth 
His Son to be born of the virgin Mary.71 “We believe that when the eternal Son became flesh, He 
took on a fully human nature, so that two whole, perfect and distinct natures were inseparably 
joined together in one Person, without confusion or mixture. Thus the Person, Jesus Christ, was 
and is truly God and truly man, yet one Christ and the only Mediator between God and man.”72  
 
We teach that Jesus Christ lived a perfect life, died on the cross to pay the penalty for sin, and 
rose from the dead.  We affirm that the gospels’ account of Christ’s life is completely accurate. 
He was baptized by John the Baptist73 and was obedient to the Father.74 He “lived without sin, 

                                                
59 John 17:3 
60 Rom. 10:2 
61 John 1:1; cf 1:18; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:1 
62 John 8 
63 Col. 1:16 
64 John 1:3, Col. 1:15-17, Heb. 1:2 
65 Col. 1:17 
66 Luke 2:7 
67 John 4:6-7; 19:28 
68 Luke 2:52 
69 Matt. 13:53-58 
70 Luke 9 
71 Gal. 4:4 
72 The Desiring God Affirmation of Faith, 8.  
73 John 1:29-34 
74 Heb. 4:15; 5:8; 7:26 
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though He endured the common infirmities and temptations of human nature.”75 His perfect 
obedience to the Father qualifies Him to be our perfect sacrifice, the complete satisfaction for our 
sin that obliterates the need for any further sacrifice.76 We believe Jesus suffered in His life and 
death as part of God’s plan for our salvation and “died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that He was buried, [and] that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scripture.”77 
 
We teach that Jesus Christ is the perfect Prophet, Priest, and King. As Prophet, Christ is the 
very word of God,78 the One who was prophesied by Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15-18.79 His 
prophetic office reveals the Father to those who believe.80 As Priest, Christ offered Himself as a 
substitutionary sacrifice.81 He redeemed believers through His death and reconciled them to 
God.82 He currently sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for us.83 As King, there is an 
“already/not yet tension” to His work.84 In one sense, He already reigns as king85 yet in another 
sense, the recognized reign of Christ over all creation is yet to come.86  
 
 

What We Teach About the Holy Spirit 
 
We teach that the Holy Spirit is God. We see the deity of the Holy Spirit confirmed in Scripture 
in numerous ways. He is identified with God in His title.87  He knows the thoughts of God in a 
way that only God Himself could.88 The Spirit of God is omnipresent,89 eternal,90 and holy.91 The 
deity of the Holy Spirit is also seen as we consider the things that He does. He was involved in 
the creation,92 wrote the Scripture,93 and brought us to life.94 
 
We teach that the Holy Spirit has a personality. The Holy Spirit is not an “it.” He has a distinct 
being and, therefore, personality. We see His intellect in 1 Corinthians 2:10 as the Spirit 
“searches everything, even the depths of God.” The emotions of the Holy Spirit are observed in 
passages such as Ephesians 4:30 where the church at Ephesus is told not to grieve the Holy 

                                                
75 The Desiring God Affirmation of Faith, 8. 
76 Heb. 7:27-28 
77 1 Cor. 15:3b-4 
78 John 1:1-18 
79 Cf. Acts 3:22 
80 Matt. 11:27; cf. John 3:34, 14:26, 16:12-14. 
81 Heb. 7:26; 10:12 
82 Rom. 5:10; Gal. 3:13 
83 Heb. 7:25 
84 Perhaps 1 Cor. 15:24-25 reveals this tension 
85 Eph. 1:20-21 
86 Phil. 2:10; Rev. 19:16 
87 Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 2:11 
88 1 Cor. 2:11 
89 Ps. 139:7-10 
90 Heb. 9:14 
91 Eph. 1:13-14 
92 Gen. 1:2; Ps. 33:6-7, Ps. 104:3 
93 2 Pet. 1:21 
94 Titus 3:5-6 
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Spirit. The will of the Holy Spirit is exercised in Acts 16:6 where He tells Paul not to preach in 
Asia and instead to go to Europe.  
 
We teach that the Holy Spirit’s work is essential for regeneration and justification. It is 
through the Spirit that we receive life. By the will of God the Father, God the Holy Spirit 
regenerates us at the time of conversion.95 At the time of conversion, we experience the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. At the time of baptism, we are also sealed with the Holy Spirit “who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it.”96     
 
We teach that the Holy Spirit’s work is essential for sanctification. The Holy Spirit indwells us 
at the moment of conversion as a pledge of our future inheritance.97 He continues His work in 
our lives in a number of ways. His indwelling ministry is a fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to give 
us a helper who will be with us forever.98 The promise of Scripture is that the indwelling Holy 
Spirit will continue to sanctify us: “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who dwells in you.”99 This process of sanctification takes place as the Holy 
Spirit convicts of sin,100 lets us know the things given by God,101 illumines the Word of God,102 
helps in prayer,103 gives assurance,104 and fills us with Himself.105 This filling is not a “second 
baptism” but is a process by which we continue to yield ourselves to His work in and through us.  
 
We teach that the Holy Spirit’s work is essential for Christ’s Church. The Holy Spirit works in 
the church in numerous ways, many of these have already been touched upon, such as the way in 
which the Holy Spirit has given the church God’s Word. One further word should be said about 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the giving of spiritual gifts.106 These gifts are given by the Spirit in 
order to edify the church107 and are given to every believer.108 
 
 

What We Teach About Humanity 
 
We teach that man was created by God. Scripture is clear concerning the origin of humanity. 
God formed the first man, Adam, in a special act of creation from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into him the breath of life.109  The first woman, Eve, was also created in a special act of 

                                                
95 Ezek. 36:26-27; John 3:8; Titus 3:5 
96 2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:14 
97 2 Cor. 1:22 
98 John 14:16; cf. Acts 1:8 
99 Rom. 8:11 
100 John 16:8-11 
101 1 Cor. 2:12-13 
102 John 14:26 
103 Rom. 8:26 
104 Rom. 8:16 
105 Eph. 5:18; Acts 2:4 
106 1 Cor. 12:14 
107 Eph. 4:11ff 
108 Rom. 12:1-8; for further discussion, see “What We Teach About the Church,” pp. 32-35. 
109 Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7; see also “What We Teach About God,” pp. 20-22.  
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creation, formed from the rib of man by God Himself.110 Adam and Eve, therefore, are the 
parents of the human race. The Bible uses the term “man” to refer to both male and female 
human beings. The biblical account of the creation of Adam and Eve renders any sort of 
evolutionary explanation for the origin of humanity incompatible with Scripture’s testimony.111  
 
We teach that man was created by God for His glory. It is essential to understand that the 
purpose of our existence is to glorify God.112 We were not created to glorify ourselves or seek 
the exaltation of our own name. As the Westminster Confession famously puts it, “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” Committing to the pursuit of this purpose—the 
glory of God—radically changes the course of our lives as we turn from selfish pursuits to the 
only pursuit that can truly bring joy: the exaltation of God’s name in all things!  
 
We teach that man was created in the image of God. Affirming that we are created in God’s 
image113 has tremendous implications for “theology, psychology, ministry, and Christian living. 
Ramifications of [bearing God’s image] embrace issues of human dignity and value, personal 
and social ethics, relations between the sexes, the solidarity of the human family…and racial 
justice.”114 Being made in God’s image means we are like Him. Like God, we possess a 
personality—with a mind, will and emotions—and a spirit. We also have the ability to reflect 
God’s moral likeness. The fall distorted our ability to reveal God as His image bearers.115 
However, in Christ we become new creatures:116 our spirit becomes alive,117 and we can reflect 
who God is as we become more like Christ.118 
 
We teach that there are both material and nonmaterial parts of man. There is more to our 
existence than just a physical body. The material part of our being was formed from the dust of 
the ground and will return to the ground.119 It is important that we do not see our physical body 
either as something evil or as an object to be worshipped.120 The body is rather to be viewed as a 
partner with the soul in glorifying God.121 Paul exhorts us to “present yourselves to God as those 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”122 This indicates 
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a dichotomist, whole-person dedication to serving the Lord. Furthermore, as Scripture discusses 
the resurrection, it plainly states that our spirit is made to be joined with a physical body. 
 
We teach that man is a sinner. Sin is “any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, 
attitude, or nature.”123 This means that sin is more than just what we do or don’t do. Sin is the 
fruit of a heart that fails to conform to God’s absolute holiness.124 Sin entered the human race at 
the fall in the Garden of Eden125 since, as our representative, Adam’s fall became the fall of all of 
his descendants “in such a way that corruption, guilt, death, and condemnation belong properly 
to every person.”126 This understanding of how we are sinners from the beginning of our 
existence is sometimes called “original sin” or “inherited sin.”127 This does not absolve us from 
responsibility for our personal sin. Scripture makes it clear that we deserve punishment for the 
sins which we have personally committed.128 Another term sometimes used to describe man and 
sin is “total depravity.” This means sin has affected every aspect of our being.129 It does not 
mean we are utterly depraved, doing every bad thing we possibly could! Both God’s common 
and restraining grace extend to all people, preventing them from being as wicked as they would 
be if left without His grace.130 
 
We teach that in Christ, man has a new relationship to sin. Romans 6 tells us that we were 
joined with Christ in his death and are now dead to sin. We are also joined with Christ in His 
resurrection and may now walk in newness of life.131  Based on this and other passages 
describing our new life in Jesus Christ,132 it seems that the we cannot continue to live a life of 
continuous, unrepentant sin.133  When we encounter professing believers living a life 
characterized by unrepentant sin, we lovingly exhort them to repent and share Scripture’s 
warning that they may not truly be in the faith.134 True believers who try to persist in sin will find 
themselves miserable and, by the grace of God, will experience inner conviction by the Holy 
Spirit that “the way of the treacherous is their ruin.”135 Scripture also indicates that the believer 
who intentionally persists in sin may be taken by the Lord, for there is a sin leading to death.136 
But, thanks be to God, Scripture gives us confidence we can overcome the temptation to sin 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in our union with Christ.137 
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What We Teach About Salvation 
 
We teach that salvation is a gift of God and obtained by God’s grace alone through faith alone 
in Jesus Christ alone. As we have seen, Scripture clearly teaches our sin separates us from 
God.138 To be in relationship with God, we need both forgiveness139 and righteousness.140 In the 
first three chapters of Romans, Paul clearly lays out the need all humanity has for deliverance 
from God’s wrath. He also establishes that the righteousness of God is both necessary to enter 
into heaven and completely unattainable through man’s efforts. Therefore, salvation is not a 
work of man but of God as He provides a way for us to receive the righteousness we need. “For 
by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, lest 
any man should boast.”141 
 
We teach that God, in eternity past, elected to save His people. The situation in which we find 
ourselves apart from God is utterly hopeless.142  We are dead in our sin143 and at war with 
God.144 Our only hope is God’s divine intervention.145 Before the foundation of the world, God 
elected—or chose—to graciously save some so that “we would be holy and blameless before 
Him.”146 We were predestined “to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
the kind intention of His will.”147 God’s predestination and election are not based upon God’s 
foreknowledge—His knowing what people would choose to do before they did it—but are based 
upon His sovereign choice and active intervention. This is not a doctrine that should cause us to 
feel either despair or arrogance. Instead, it should cause us to respond with worship as we 
consider God’s grace in saving us.148  
 
We teach that Christ’s righteousness is ours based upon His perfect life and death on the 
cross. Christ’s perfect life and death are vitally necessary for multiple reasons. By God’s grace, 
all of Christ’s righteous acts and perfect obedience to God the Father during His earthly ministry 
are imputed, or credited, to us. Through faith, we receive the gift of Christ’s righteousness and 
He bears the penalty for our sin by His death on the cross. His death is the propitiation—that is, 
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the complete satisfaction—for our sin.149 His death accomplishes our eternal redemption, 
purchased with His blood,150 and our freedom from enslavement to things such as worldly 
systems,151 sin,152 our passions,153 legalism,154 a futile way of life,155 and death.156 It reconciles us 
to God157 and makes us His sons and daughters.158 At the cross, the wrath of God against us was 
exhausted159 and all the legal demands of the Law were fulfilled.160 His death also demonstrates 
His great love for sinners.161 
 
We teach that we must respond to the gospel with repentance and conscious faith in Christ. 
Affirming the reality of election and predestination does not mean we deny man’s responsibility 
to respond to the gospel.162 God calls each of us to repent of our sins and believe in Jesus 
Christ.163 Some have wondered if perhaps conscious faith in Jesus Christ is not necessary for 
salvation. Such arguments fail to understand the watershed event in redemptive history: the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.164  The “times of ignorance” spoken of by Paul to the 
Greeks in Athens in Acts 17 are no more. Now is the time where God declares to all men 
everywhere that there is one name under heaven by which we may be saved.165   
 
We teach that the ability to respond to the gospel is a gift of God. All of salvation is a gift from 
God, including the ability to receive the gift of salvation through faith.166 The entirety of our 
redemption, from eternity past to eternity future, is in the hands of our sovereign, powerful, and 
gracious God: “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified.”167 
 
We teach that those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ are regenerated. Regeneration 
refers to the act of God by which He causes us to go from death to life. Regeneration happens at 
the moment of conversion.168 We are now new creatures and have a new heart, the fulfillment of 
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the promise of the New Covenant.169 Our relationship with God, sin, and one another is forever 
and radically changed. 
 
We teach that those who place their faith in Jesus Christ are justified. Those who are in Christ 
have been declared righteous by God.170 We no longer fear His condemnation171 but are 
confident that when God looks at us, He sees the righteousness of His Son Jesus Christ.172  
 
We teach that those who are in Christ are being sanctified. To be sanctified means to be 
“devoted to God.”173 Through the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit,174 we who are in Christ are 
continuing to be conformed to His image.175 
 
We teach that those who are in Christ are eternally secure. We believe that those who are elect 
will persevere.176 Our confidence is that “He who began a good work” in us “will bring it to 
completion.”177 Indeed, the doctrine of election causes us to feel secure in God’s love178 as we 
look at passages like Romans 8:28-30 that confirm the security we have as we consider God’s 
work in every aspect of our salvation. 
 
 

What We Teach About Angels and Demons 
 
We teach that angels are created beings. In Psalm 148 the psalmist exhorts the angels to praise 
the Lord because, verse 5 tells us, “He commanded and they were created.” Colossians 1:16 
elaborates on the source and purpose of their creation: “For by Him [Christ] all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.” The angelic realm 
is not separate from but part of God’s creation, brought into existence to glorify Him.179  
 
We teach that angels perform ministry in the service of God. The biblical word for “angel” 
mean “messenger,” and throughout Scripture we see them serving as messengers of God.180 
Angels also minister to God as they continually declare His holiness and worship Him.181 Angels 
also minister to us as they provide protection182 and perhaps encouragement.183 On occasion, 
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angels have provided sustenance184 and direction;185 however, we do not see angels performing 
these ministries on a regular basis. We also do not see believers anywhere encouraged to seek 
out interactions or communication with angels and worship of angels is expressly forbidden.186 
In regard to unbelievers, we see angels act as agents of judgment.187  
 
We teach that Satan and fallen angels exist.  Satan was created and his original state of beauty 
and perfection is described in Ezekiel 28:12-16. His fall was due to his desire to exalt himself 
above God and as such he is the author of sin.188 189 At the time of his fall he also lead numerous 
other angels away with him. These angels became evil spirits called devils or demons.190 
Scripture is also clear that Satan was in the garden, either as the serpent itself or in some way 
possessing it.191 Satan192 and demons now work to oppose the manifestation of the glory of God 
through deceit, destruction, and active opposition to His revealed plan.193 
 
We teach that Satan and the fallen angels await God’s final judgement. Satan’s initial 
judgment occurred when he was thrown out of heaven prior to the fall of humanity in the Garden 
of Eden.194 His earthly defeat was predicted in the garden195 and accomplished at the cross.196  In 
the future, he will be bound for one thousand years197 and then thrown forever into the lake of 
fire.198 
 
We teach that believers do not need to live in fear of the demonic realm. Satan’s power does 
not rival God’s in any way whatsoever. God is sovereign over all creation, including Satan and 
the demonic realm.199 While believers cannot be possessed by demons, they can be susceptible to 
the influence of the demonic realm. We are wise to remember Satan has true power in this world. 
Ephesians reminds us our struggle is not against the physical realm, but ultimately against the 
spiritual realm where demons operate.200 Despite the terrible power of our foe, the believer is 
given weapons to combat the schemes of Satan.201 The armor of God includes truth, 
righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, and the Word of God. James encourages us 
that if we resist the devil, he will flee from us.202 Our ability to withstand him is not cause to be 
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arrogant or flippant in our regard for Satan.203 Rather, we humbly trust in God to preserve and 
protect us.  
 
 

What We Teach About Human Sexuality, Marriage, and the Family 
 
We teach that sexual ethics are not based on the shifting norms of our culture but on God’s 
unchanging Word. In Leviticus, God instructs His people that they are not to imitate others in 
their understanding of sexual morality. “You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where 
you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you.”204 
We recognize there is a constant temptation to adopt the morals of those around us, and so we 
strive to be holy as He is holy.205 As we do so, we believe we have a unique opportunity to 
proclaim the gospel and hope that is in Jesus Christ to those who are part of a hurting world that 
has rejected much of what God teaches about how to find true joy.  
 
We teach that God created human beings as male and female in His own image, equal in 
importance but different and complementary in roles. Part of being created in the image of God 
includes the gender distinction of male or female. A person’s gender is determined by God, the 
Creator.206 Each person, as either male or female, has been given different roles and 
responsibilities that, when fulfilled in accordance with God’s glorious design and intention, 
foster a lifestyle that honors God.  
 
We teach that marriage is a permanent, covenant relationship between one man and one 
woman. Marriage was instituted by God and is a picture of the relationship between Christ and 
His church. A husband and wife are to pursue oneness within the marriage relationship as they 
become one flesh.207 It is only within marriage that sexual relationships are to occur, with all 
purity.208 Any deviation from this—such as homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, 
incest, fornication, adultery, pornography, prostitution, pedophilia, premarital sexual intimacy, 
cross dressing, sexting, or any wrongful attempt to change one’s gender, or disagreement with 
one’s biological gender—is sinful and offensive to God. Such deviations are not expressions of 
worship to God but are rather expressions of self-worship. This is why sexual immorality is 
called “idolatry” by God.209  
 
We teach that divorce represents a violation of the marriage covenant. God hates divorce and 
makes allowances for it only in cases where there is unrepentant sexual sin or desertion by an 
unbeliever. We teach that remarriage is permitted, but only when the divorce was on biblical 
grounds.210 
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We teach that those who are not married glorify God in their singleness. Singleness is a good 
thing211 and provides several ways to bring glory to God. A single person can pursue ministry 
unencumbered.212 A single person who desires to be married can demonstrate their trust in the 
Lord as they wait with patience. A single person who chooses celibacy for the kingdom of 
heaven can show that their identity is in Christ and not in their marital status.213  
 
We teach that sexual sin is so deadly it is worth taking Spirit-fueled radical steps to eradicate. 
Jesus tells us that God’s call to pursue holiness is not just about our actions but about our heart: 
“But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.”214 Sexual sin is dangerous and is one of the reasons God’s wrath 
is coming upon the world.215 As those who have been united with Christ, we should strive to flee 
lust, 216 even if it means taking radical actions. 217  

We teach that God offers forgiveness and freedom to those who repent of sexual sin. God 
offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ.218 

We teach that the victims of sexual sin are loved and cared for by God. It should not be 
surprising to us that a culture that pursues pleasure through idolatry instead of worship of God 
will be a culture in which the vulnerable are often harmed. We are grieved and deeply troubled 
with the suffering of others. We desire that those who have been the victims of sexual abuse or 
violence not feel shame but rather understand that God is grieved by what has happened to them. 
He is the hope and defender of those who have been hurt or abused.219 Our desire is that our 
church would be a safe, compassionate, and loving place where those who are vulnerable or hurt 
are nurtured and loved.  
 
We teach that the family is not an idol to be worshipped but a means by which we can glorify 
God. The presence of children in our homes and church is a blessing from God.220 We believe 
the entire church is responsible to help our children see the wondrous things that God has done 
and the beauty of worshipping Him. For those who are parents, we believe God desires for us to 
love Him and then model that love for our children.221 Children are to honor their parents and 
parents are to bring their children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.222 
 
 

What We Teach About the Church 
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We teach that God desires for His people to live in fellowship with one another. God designed 
His people to live not in isolation but in relationship. The church is a unique fellowship. It is not 
a social club or a political force. In Acts 2, we see the church is a group of believers who gather 
together to devote themselves to the teaching of Scripture, fellowship, corporate holiness and 
prayer.223  
 
We teach that church membership is necessary for our community of faith. For biblical 
fellowship to exist, there are several things that are necessary. One of these is church 
membership. Church membership is not a casual commitment but rather a covenant that 
believers enter into for their joy and spiritual protection.224 To put it more formally, church 
membership is “a covenant of union between a particular church and a Christian, a covenant that 
consists of the church’s affirmation of the Christian’s gospel profession, the church’s promise to 
shepherd the Christian, and the Christian’s promise to gather with the church, submit to its 
oversight, and love its people.”225 
 
We teach that a devotion to the glory of God is necessary for our community of faith. For 
biblical fellowship to exist, we must be committed to first loving God. Our church’s purpose 
statement affirms that all that we do is rooted in the desire to glorify God: “We exist to glorify 
God as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and prepare His people to worship Him forever.” We 
believe that teaching believers to be devoted to the glory of God is essential to helping them 
understand and live the Christian life.226 
 
We teach that sacrificial love is necessary for our community of faith. In addition to loving 
God, we must love each other. The fellowship God desires us to have is not possible if we are 
focused on exalting ourselves instead of serving others. In humility, we count one another as 
more important than ourselves as we enter into covenant relationship.227 We consider the 
physical resources God has given us as tools to use to care for each other.228 
 
We teach that the church has unique spiritual authority in our lives. It is a sad reality that 
many churches have failed to exercise the authority God has given them properly. God’s 
intention in vesting the church with authority is for our good. The church has been given the 
authority to do things such as proclaim the gospel, affirm our profession of faith, care for 
believers, exclude imposters who would harm the church and degrade God’s name, and provide 
oversight for professors of the gospel.229 It is hard for us to grasp in our cultural context, but we 
teach that we should look to the church to affirm and nurture our spiritual gifts and ministries. 
There is joy and safety in mutual accountability as we look to the believers in our lives who are 
tasked with the responsibility to care for our souls.230 Leeman puts it strongly, but his thoughts 
here should give us pause: “Just as the Bible establishes the government of your nation as your 
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highest authority on earth when it comes to your citizenship in that nation, so the Bible 
establishes the local church as your highest authority on earth when it comes to your discipleship 
to Christ and your citizenship in Christ’s present and promised nation.”231 Our responsibility is to 
submit to the church and its leaders for their joy and our benefit.232 
 
We teach that church discipline is necessary for our community of faith. There are several 
purposes of church discipline, such as protecting the flock from sin, protecting the purity, 
doctrine, and unity of the church, glorifying the name of Christ, and demonstrating love to those 
who have been deceived by sin.233 In those circumstances where discipline has to be enacted, the 
hope is always for the full repentance and restoration of the individual.234  
 
We teach that humble, committed shepherds are necessary for our community of faith. In the 
New Testament church, we see the community of faith is led by elders. Elders are also called 
“pastors,” “bishops,” or “overseers” in Scripture, and these terms are used interchangeably in the 
New Testament.235 The New Testament tells us much about the role of elders in the church.  
They were to rule gently,236 protect,237 teach,238 pray,239 and provide oversight over the finances 
of the church.240 Men who would be elders must meet qualifications that address both their 
character and ability.241 We believe that passages such as 1 Timothy 2:9-15 and 1 Corinthians 
11:3-15, which precludes women from teaching or exercising authority over men in the church, 
limit the office of elder to men.  
 
We teach that there is a visible and invisible church. Admittedly, it is hard to reconcile what 
Scripture says about the attributes of the church with the reality of what we experience. Part of 
the answer lies in understanding the difference between the visible (or local) and invisible (or 
universal) church.  
 
We teach that Christ has given ordinances to His church.  We teach that the church is to 
faithfully practice the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism is to be 
administered only to those who have professed their faith in Jesus Christ.242 The very meaning of 
baptism presupposes faith, and there is no indication that baptism was administered to non-
believers.243 Concerning the mode of baptism, there is less clear evidence, but what evidence 
there is seems to support immersion.244 Additionally, the symbolism of the union with Christ in 
his death, burial, and resurrection is best represented by immersion. The Lord’s Supper is to be 
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given to believers “as a sign of continuing in fellowship with Christ.”245 It symbolizes Christ’s 
death246 and indicates our participation in it.247 The Lord’s Supper is to be taken by the church 
together, affirming the unity of the church as she proclaims the death of the Lord until He 
returns.248 We encourage those who partake of communion to be committed to a local church 
body through membership.  
 
We teach that there are certain attributes that Christ’s church possesses. In Scripture we see 
some fundamental characteristics of Christ’s church.249 We see that it is unified. Jesus prays His 
disciples and all those “who believe in Me through their word…may be one.”250 This unity is 
seen in passages dealing with the church as a “body,” such as Ephesians 4:1-16 and 1 
Corinthians 12:12-31.  Second, we see that the church is catholic, or universal. The church as a 
whole can be seen as the body of Christ, who is the head.251 Third, the church is apostolic. The 
church today maintains the original teachings of her apostolic founders. We are God’s household 
having been “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
corner stone.”252 Finally, the church is holy. Her members were chosen before the foundation of 
the world to be holy, devoted to the glory of God.253 Christ gave Himself up for the church to 
purify her in order to “present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.”254 God’s concern with the holiness of 
His church is also seen in the process of church discipline.255  
 
 

What We Teach About the Future 
 

We teach that the souls of all people exist forever and that there is a resurrection for both the 
righteous and the wicked. When we die our bodies return to dust.256 Our souls, however, are 
immortal and do not die or sleep. The souls of believers are immediately made perfect, and from 
the moment of their death, believers are in the presence of God, awaiting the physical 
resurrection of the righteous when Christ returns. Those who are in Christ have the hope of 
dwelling with God forever in the new heaven and new earth.257 The souls of the wicked are sent 
to suffer in hell while they await their resurrection and final judgment. Following their judgment, 
unbelievers will be thrown into the lake of fire where they will continue to experience conscious 
torment eternally.258   
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We teach that Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly to the earth. Scripture encourages 
us to look forward with hope to Christ’s return. 259 The earliest church confessions have followed 
Scripture’s encouragement toward that end. The ancient Apostles’ Creed proclaims that Christ 
will return to “judge the living and the dead.” The Nicene Creed, written in A.D. 325, teaches 
that Christ will “come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom 
shall have no end.”   
 
We teach that following the tribulation, Christ will fully establish His kingdom and reign for a 
thousand years. The New Testament seems to speak of Christ’s kingdom as both present and 
future.260 Therefore, the kingdom of God can be said to be “already-not yet,” meaning that the 
reign of Christ has already been inaugurated but not yet fully consummated. For example, we are 
saved but our final salvation is still future. We have new life, but our bodies are not yet glorified. 
Christ is reigning, yet His reign has not yet been fully established and recognized. Though we 
recognize the diversity of opinions within evangelical Christianity, we teach that the most natural 
understanding of passages like Revelation 20 is that there is a literal, future millennial kingdom 
that Christ will reign over when He returns. During this time those believers living and dead who 
joined Christ at His second coming will also reign with Him.261 Following the thousand-year 
reign of Christ, there will be a final rebellion by Satan and his army in which they will be 
defeated, judged, and ultimately cast into the lake of fire.262 
 
We teach that all people will be judged by God. Both the wicked and righteous will give an 
account to God for their works.263 With their names written in the Lamb’s book of life, the 
righteous will be found righteous only by the grace of God through their faith in His Son Jesus 
Christ.264 Their “good works are merely the evidence of God’s gifts of regeneration, faith, 
justification, and union with Christ, for whose sake alone they are given their eternal 
inheritance.”265 They will be rewarded for how they have built on Christ as the foundation for all 
they have done.266 The hope of this future reward from our Lord is one motivation for us in this 
current life to, by His grace, pursue sanctification. The wicked’s names will not be found in the 
Lamb’s book of life, and they will be judged for their sins.267 
 
We teach that there is a coming new heaven and new earth.268 Believers can look forward to 
the eternal state with great hope and expectation. We know that our resurrected bodies will be 
similar yet far superior to our current bodies.269 This is a future to which all believers should look 
forward: “For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put 
on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
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immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in 
victory.’”270 It is in our resurrected bodies that we will spend eternity in the new heaven and new 
earth. There we will dwell with God and be His people. “He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.”271 
 
We teach the reason God has told us about the future is to instruct us in how to live in the 
present. The study of what God has revealed about the future is called “eschatology.” As 
believers study eschatology, we find our faith strengthened as we hope in Him. Contemplating 
the hope of Christ’s return should cause us to reorder our priorities, grow in holiness, encourage 
us in our labors, and motivate us to be ready for His return at any time.272 

 
We teach that we are to exercise grace when discussing eschatology and avoid common pitfalls 
when studying and teaching about the End Times. We desire to avoid “newspaper” eschatology 
in which we base our understanding of what will happen on current events instead of Scripture’s 
teaching. We want to reject any application of eschatology that would lead us to refuse to engage 
our culture with the gospel. We desire to avoid a spirit of arrogance that disparages those who 
hold other viewpoints that are within the boundaries of orthodox, traditional evangelical 
Christianity. Finally, we recognize that while diversity exists within our body and elders, our 
church’s roots are in the dispensational premillennial tradition. At the time of this writing, our 
elder group consists of both dispensational and historic premillennialists, with varying degrees of 
certainty in these positions. As such, we would ask that teachers refrain from advancing 
eschatological positions that deviate from those within the bounds of premillennialism.  
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